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Buy George: Washington
memorabilia play a hig role in
shows and auctions, Plus, an 0ld
Masters shift by Christie’s. W3

By KeLLY

[ TR L)

The Importance

ol .
Of Being George
NEVER MIND THAT 51 bill. George
Washington's face is appearing on [ar
pricier objects —including o $100,000
serimshaw whale tooth—at this year's
Winter Antigues Show, which opened
last night In Manhattan,

This year, more dealers are puiting
the founding father out front, along
with other Federnl-period items, be-
cinse of booming sales in high-end
Americani. The annual 10-day show,
with exhibits by 74 of the world's mujor
dealers, |s considered among the coun-

in fine and decorative arts made baefore
1945, The show is the highlight of
“Americana Week,"” during which the
major auction houses joln in by hodding
sales amd smaller shows lure collectors.

During last year's Americana
Week, Christie's International took
in $13 million at s sale of such ob-
jects. A Christie’s spokeswoman
says the auction house expects (o
bring in up to 538 million at this
vear's Americana sale. Nearly
half of that may come from the
sale of a single painting—of
George Washington, 1IU's a full-
length portradt by Charles Will-
son Peale that goes on the block
tomarrow. Christia’s estimates
a sale price of $10 million to
515 millbon.

If it makes even (s low esti-
mate, the portrail will become
the most expensive ULS. por-
trait sold at avetion, topplng
4 Gilbert Stuart painting of
Washington that sold in No-
vember af rival Sotheby's
Holdings for $8 milllon.
Sotheby’s has high expecta-
tions for its Americana aic-
tons that start today, estl-
mating sales of as much as
528 millbon.

By the end of the Winter
Antiques Show, more than
520 million may hnve
changed hands, a show di-
rector says. Price tags vary
from less than 51,000 for o sil-
ver ladle to §1.5 milllon for John
Singleton Copley’s preliminary drawing
of his Tamous 1777-1778 painting “Wat-
som & thie Shark.” (That painting hangs

iry's most watched barometers of prices

Laft, serimshaw
showing George
Washington, af New
York's Winter
Antiques Shoe;
abare, @ Donatelln

from the
mid-15008 have
slipped In récent

perts pin that en
young collectors'
preference: for
more modern
styles, including
N 20th century.
51, Americana
dealers can gel
more than 51 million
for a musewm-guality
Chippendale plece,

Moving
Old Masters

THE LAST week of January, o few
days after Americann Week winds
dowm;, marks the traditional start of Cd
Master-puinting sales. But this vear for
the first time, Christie's s moving (ks
auction of 0d Masters to April, 4 mre
calendar shake-up that requires far-

years, Auction ex-

Mung Old Masters fanzs (o mike two
trips to the city instead of one—at least
if they wanl to be o part of the scene.
While Soheby's Old Masters sales start
Wednesday, Christie's Ol Masters
paintings sale is set for April 6,

Some ul Christie’s had long wanted to
hift the New York sale (o the spring so
it wouldn't closely follow lis prestiglous
London sale in December, says Nicho-
las Hall, international director of
Christie's (d Master Paintings de-

partment. But when the house was

oonsigned a rare Venetian view' by
J MW, Tumer (estimated at as
much as $15 million) In November,
It gave Christhe’s enoigh “heit™ to
mave the sale and guarantes a
turmout then, Mr. Hall ndds.

Baston collector Jim Mullen,
# retired ad executive, says he'll
My to Rew York for both sales
but predicts that Sotheby's will
mowve {ts Old Masters o April
next year, Splitting the sales is
fon “inconvenient™ lor dealers
and buyers, he siys,

George Wachter, co-chalr-
man of Sotheby's Old Master
Paintings Worlidwlide, says Sothe-
by's will stay pul becanse collec-

tors get year-end bonuses in Jan-
nary but pay tuxes in April, so
“January is too good o month to give
up.” Highlighis of that sake include o
terrn-coltn reliel by Donatello, esti-
muiitesd af a8 much as 56 million.
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Pope’s Mobile
THE POPEMOBILE i# al the Valican,
bul a blue sedan once owned by the
Inte Pope Jolin Pawl 11 will go o anction
Feb, 11 in Paris, according to Christie's.

The 48-year-ald FRO Warsawa, once
popalar among taxi drivers in Poland,
was ordered by the lube pontiff in 1058
when he was a bishop in Krakow. He
registered the car in hiz given name,
Karol Joeel Wojtyla, Lacking a driver's
Heense, he hired @ chauffur, who ne-
fquired the car from him In 1977, The
chiauffenr's nephew i5 the current owner,
and for years the car has been stored in
a shed In Podand -t doesn't run, the
tires are flal and the exteror ks nsted.

The sedan could feteh between
S5.000 and 524,008, (hough Jan Lihn, &
Christle’s car specinlist, siys it's a
“restoration project.” Two other cars
with papal connections have done well
it auction |n the past year. In October,
Houston trial lawyer John O'Guinn paid
$600,000 for a 1975 Ford Escort GL onee
owned by the late pope. (Mr. (Y'Quinn
dectined to comment. ) In May, online
casino GoldenPalace.com pald 244,580
for a 1989 Volkswagen Goll once owned
by the current pope, Benodict XVI, and
has put the cnr on tour in England.
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