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Un el usd New Vork's design elics
who am bungry for a spoi of olde
wrrhd Americans s days; mire

windgy Amirican antigess as any
mnre weighiy edlsrior

Codonial wares have becoms highly
tashionable. To prove i, just ke &
loid w1 Ut efemmines ofpankiing The
Wislrr Show, conmidersd in
b the grandisther of Americana Wiesk
st 5 yoars of age

Elcking off ihe winber soria] ssason,
ibe winter show vernlssage, whick
debuls i Jantary 19 0 Uhe Burreisd
Beventh Niofimest Armery on Park
Averur, bnaats sNme STIOUS EmE
for the fabien indusiry.

There's show chalnman Ars Fopel
maan. & former Chans] USA chisf euecy

A crowd pleaser will
be the collection of
Mirs | Insley Blair the
grandmother of

Americana collecting

The dealer Hai has also been
Emgected wilh the sperkls of & mors
Esghlam ovuises

i1

E
£

Hopiener
biiffs dfe bound ko spap
g the Ereasure froe of Gennge Wash
Emgrom lemes ad the show, wach as fve
French Ishcentury chocks (s glinisr

the Hudson River - savvy upbown
dealers and desigmers are o the

COLLECTING

US is swept up in a craze for colonial

lrems wsed and made by the early setters are
coming into vogue as other types of collectables
become more difficult to tradk down and
more expenshe, writes Brook Mason

D wfter: Charies, Wil Prabe's oo Wankinpion &1 Frocersa

prowl, socuring 1hn ohjects offared by
Eore han 300 dealeis

Demigmeers frum suck retail fumibars
lines 3a Kthan Allen, Henreidoo. Ben
Bay and Drexel Horfiape ooy 1B
plers in ssarch of aniigees W oopy
The material rons the gamut Erom
celonkil Windsss chalrs. cemtsnnial
Furmiture and Mavaje cioihiag o
Ameriean shop sips. S call e
piers fair “Plekers” delighi”

Almerirass eoiild sven grove 1o ie s

veriabibe cash oew for (B auction
hsuses. Christse's |8 Boping fur & EWm
winsifall From 750 bols Ao bw sld in

Ameriaing o January 3
and M while Bihely's & mxperiing
7 Lns i il Peportand Asvericuna

mile 1o feich tpremanls iof [ from i
auctioss fmm dasmary 32
Christin's sales include & crowd
plrsiser Progengy from the Codkacgian if
Méry J dmiey B, Dl grandimectar
of Amimiesna cilleciing, who Torussd

i warly Chigpodale chairs and ool
nial peatrmiturs way hack in bFE
Thai was a hil like prescient buying of
Micruseli and Googhe stocks

Chistis’s has ingeed bar diminutive
ITE Massschusetis painted ol to
i o B0 0 e D). * fhe enky pacd
EL300 Tor 11, says Christic’s apecialis
Blirtda Willoughly, I the chost hils
Wie balla-amllion sark, 1 owill have
Jumgesd 0 times in price

s Biair's Charks Willan Peale
poriFail “Ceorge Washingion al Prine
elon”, wilh n chunky §10es-5iSes mii
cmate st Christhe's, jusl may ove be
ter the moed steller Americana imes:
meerit iof all (e

Blair Sorkinl out more than §I3, 000
for (he B -high caives hack in 19IB
Exauli the gainiang only graze s jow
exiimain (hal's = apprecistion of 7
thnes her initiall invessnent

“She wai alwisl of (he surve and
Jusl maybe she wis 1he s Walion ol

Americana buffs are
snatching up English delft
and Staffordshire pottery The
rexsone codonlsts set their
tables with sudh fare

b day,” says Derek Osigsnd, ssihor
and deovaiive arts consiltanl, whi
servnl o isumding dean of the Bard
Ormluis Center for (8w Decorative
Arta (Walblirt hotros abd S
foundar Afiow 1. Wallon s reported tu
have pabd E3m fer an Asher B
Diirand landdscupe last May.)

To pul ibe price Blair pasl for ihe
Prale it pefsgective, hack Uen Sler
dmsler [vewn was charging $568,000
for & Cainsbormig

SiML winy the pronmineed penchant
for b red, whibe and blue im ihis
fremsied global aps? “People are des-
perate Jor qualty wilh so masy ool
lecting arvas truly drying up” says
Cmgamd

Frool Mussn i chief oorrespomdond of
Art AAntigers Suiganing




