country Lite

HOW DOES THE WIND BLOW?

Sales were brisk and robust at the recent Winter ﬁlmquub Show in New York, and
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somewhat taken aback
15 they had expected only up
o $90,000, At Socheby's, the
most expensive weathervane
wias 4 less desirable carved
and painted pine example
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nme and distance by some
2,500 years and miles, and
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less chasin, one can imagine
that the 19in-long Egyptian
bronze-and-wooden figure
of an ibis {Fig 3), which was
the star of London antigui-
ties dealer Fupert Wace's
stand at the Winter Show
might appeal to a sumalar
taste as the weathervanes. O
course, the higure 15 a2 much
maore sophisticated piece, bu
the wood at least would haw
been painted when it was
new in the Late Dyvnastic
period, around po300, [n
fact, the way it has weath-
ered has given it an almost
naturalistic, feathered look
It was strategically displayved
on an aisle, and was snapped
up by an American private
buyer at about $220,000
This was by no means all
for Mr Wace
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Kingdom. Among 1
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for a price in the region
of §70,000, and a striking
Copric limestone head of
a man, from the 4th or 5th
century AD, sold for around
£30,000, also to a Briash
collector. An American
purchased five items, includ-
ing a bronze statue of the
god Prah dating from the
Third Intermediate Period,
from about BC944—-600), and
another American buver
acquired an Erruscan terra-
cotta votive head of a young
man, from about BC 3rd
century, for approximately
£35.0010,

The cultural miscege-
nation continued when
a Japanese collector was very
taken with a group
of Romano-Celoc
bronze and inlaid
enamel fibulae,
ornamental clasps
ar brooches in the
shapes of various
animals such as
hounds, hares, pan-
thers. and lions, and
bought five. Two
other pieces went
to vet another
Briton, One of the
maost dramartic
pieces, naturally,
wias a Roman
marble relief of
actors’ masks,
dating from the
2nd century AD,

J—Egvptian bronze
and wooden ibis
statue, $220,000

Some forms of popular art
and artefacts also manage to
cross national boundaries
with litele apparent difficulty.
Beside their Americana last
month, Christie's offered
Mrs ]. Insley Blair's collec-
tion. This included a number
of good Staffordshire por-
tery pieces, most notably
A CIEAMWATe pew group
{Fig 4) described by Jona-
than Horne, who bought it
for a client, as ‘the nicest one
on the marker for as long as
| can remember'—which
means at least since 1968
when he set up his Kensing-
ton Church Streer business.

The pew group dartes
from about 1745 and cost

5—Equestrian portrait from Sir Alfred Munnings. $520,000

him $168,000 { £98,820).
Oiver the years, a reliable
British export to the Unired
States has been Sir Alfred
Munnings, but judging by
the December sporting art
sales at Sotheby’s and Chris-
te's Mew York, it would
seem that the Munnings
markert 15 distinctly choosy
nowadays. At Sotheby's,
eight of the 1} most expen-
sive offerings were by him,
but 1n most cases
the prices repre-
sented only small
advances, if any,
on previous sale-
room outings.
At Christie's,
there were no
less than 13 of
his canvases, five
of which failed
to find buyers.
However, none
of these repre-
sented the artist
at his peak, The
most expensive
work certainly
did, but to my
eve at least,

there was some-

pr iced at $35,0040,
and it soon went o an
American collector,

4—Staffordshire pew group
of 1745, $168,000
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young man on his bay horse.
Rather odddly, the identity
af this sitter has been lost,
despite a provenance going
back to clients of the artist
The 28%in by 30in canvas
sold for $520.000, at the
bortom of the estimute

(Fig 5}

The cheapest Munnings
from the sale was one of the
few o go well over estmare
It was one of his humorous
skerches, a pencil drawing
titled Celebration with Horses
in the Clouds, which made
§12.000. There was also one
of his dog portraits, a 16Xin
by 14in canvas of a terrier,
Hugo, thar sold at $42,000
{ E:'l-f 6),

H—Munnings’s portrait of
Hiigo ferched a tidy $42,000




