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Museum of World War 11

Near Boston, More than 6,000 Artifacts Put History into Unforgettable Perspective
Text by Gerald Clarke/Photography by Richard Mandelkorn

E ALL KNOW HOW
it began: German
[]‘(Nlpsgllfh'l;‘* ep-

ping down the Champs-Elysées
and Japanese dive-bombers
swooping down on American
battleships at Pearl Harbor.
We also know how it con-

cluded, with Hitler dead in his

bunker and mushroom r.lnu(l-.
over Hiroshi
Whart we often forgert, hnu-
ever, is exactly how people
lived and fought in betwee

and how, but for some lucky
breaks for the United States

and its allies, the finish might
have been altogether di it
Here to remind us is a small
but remarkably complete mu-

seum just outside Boston.
The Museum of World
War I1 is the work of just one
man: Kenneth W, Rendell, a
dealer in historical letters and
documents, who started col-
lecting when he was 12 years
old. Rendell has a “I“ll‘_\ on
Madison Avenue and an office
in Boston. Documents are his
business, but World War 11 is
continued on page 68
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“Many museums have preserved airplanes, but not maps, surviv-
al equipment and clothing,” Kenneth W,
Museum of World War [T in N.
Battle of Britain is commemorated. Apove: The telegram sent
from Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and a French Resis-
tance spy camera made from German electrical components.
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“I bought all kinds of stuff,
from uniforms to a homemade

“00p to pick up incendiary

bombs,” says Kenneth W. Rendell.

continued from page 66
his passion. Born in 1943, he
is too young to remember the
war itself, but it towered over
his boyhood and adolescence.
“For people my age it was the
defining event,” he say
Rendell’s World War 11
collection started, naturally
enough, with documents. Tt
was only in 1990, at an auction
lnhuu.lll Royal Air
n acquiring

Force vet-

now populate his museun
“The auction was a gold mine,”
Dilots who had fought
in the Battle of Britain donat-
ed whatever they had, and 1
bought all kinds of stuff, from
uniforms to a homemade scoop
to pick up incendiary bombs.”
Other gold mines brought
other treasures: German code
machines, a Sherman tank and
one of only six surviving LCVP
landing craft:

Rendell decided that Natck,
a few minures west, would be
ssible location for
the museum than downtown
Boston. He found just what
he wanted—a building near
two major highways. He re-
built it, he says, “after visi
and studying almost ev
museum

4 more ac

torical 20th-centur
in this country and Europe.”
A 10,000-square-foot plain
stucco box, it has no mnd::\u
It 1S meant to minin
external frame of reference.
World War 1I: Saving the
Reality is the title of Rendell’s
about his collec-

onek

new book

tion, and portraying the hard,
gritty reality of the war was his
goal. Visitors get an up-close

look at battlefronts and home

fronts, along with life in con-
centration camps and prisoner
of war camps. Every piece is
authentic, from documents
with the handwriting of Hitler,
Churchill and Roosevelt to the
actual uniforms worn by con-
centration camp prisoners.
“The exhibits proceed chron-
ining with

ologically, be
Germany in the 1920s, before
Hitler rose to power, and end-
ing with the Japanese surren-
der and the Tokyo war crimes
trials. In the section devored
to the Holocaust, the walk-
IS narrow, ir
confinement that millions en-
dured ev ted the
exhibit to feel cramped
ays Rendell.
»pens up again when the
ted States, with its vast re-
sources, enters the battle.

The museum can accommo-
date only a limited number of
arrivals at a time, and Rendell
asks those interested in visit-
ing to make appointments by
phone or ¢ Admission
is free, but it is a serious mu-
seum with a serious purpose,
and Rendell discourages casual
visitors. “I want people to have
an experience,” he says. “Ap-
parently it works. People tell
me how wonderful itis.” O
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For more information, visit
mtiseumofworldwaris.com.



